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Vocabulary Puzzles

These crossword puzzles complement core texts in any school’s Language syllabus.
They provide a ‘different” way of covering age-appropriate themes and feature 124 key
words, some new to the student, others known but ‘tricky’ or troublesome.

As learning tools crosswords offer much. They
- are excellent activities for practising reading
« are excellent activities for practising spelling
- call upon higher thinking skills (in matching clue with clue)
- provide a sense of satisfaction when clues are found and -especially- when completed
« present something of a 'fun’ touch to the task of learning

As well as stimulating and challenging your students these twenty crossword puzzles will
provide a great boost to their already burgeoning vocabularies.

Vocabulary

Listed Alphabetically

adventure against altogether always appetite armour astronaut astronomy athlete attached autumn biscuit blazing breathe briskly busy
camouflaged carpenter cartilage castle celebrate championship chocolate circus colourful compete completely core costume cosy creature
crustacean delicious depending dessert different disease either enemies equator especially excited fairly firmly flavour forest frighten
genie grazing height icing instrument intersection island juicy level machine magician measuring motor nature nocturnal obey occasion
ocean opposite organise parachute parents perfect perform piece pitcher pliers polar police position predator presentation receive referee
related remove replace reptile resort revolves rhyme rough salad scored separate shimmering skeleton spacesuit special species spread
stolen straight striped study suitcase surface sword syllable tentacles their through tightly tongue tornado towel traffic trampoline
travelling tropical tumbling umpire unicycle usually vegetable venomous yolk

Listed by Topic
Animals in the Wild tropical forest creature venomous reptile polar striped nocturnal related
More Animals in the Wild predator armour syllable perform usually colourful their species
The Underwater World surface breatne cartilage crustacean tentacles attached frighten enemies camouflaged
Birds and Insects spread disease skeleton
Tasty Fruits Juicy core opposite rhyme
Foods We Enjoy salad chocolate delicious vegetable dessert athlete appetite
Snacks We Like piscuit tongue different flavour parents piece replace yolk remove
Fun thlngS t0 DO trampotine unicycte excited nature circus parachute
All about SpO It fairty tever pitcher perfect
More SpO IS compete sword scored umpire referee rough against receive
Useful Tools tightly pliers firmly height position machine measuring instrument carpenter briskly
In the Street police stolen obey busy traffic motor through
At the Beach especially blazing ocean castle straight towel separate
Going Places travelling island completely suitcase resort
Beautiful Nature shimmering grazing tornado
SpECial Occasions special icing organise occasion celebrate championship presentation
Seasons & Weather autumn depending either equator cosy
In the Clty intersection always
Our Universe revoves astronaut spacesuit study astronomy adventure altogether

Exotic Thlngs tumbling costume magician genie

Do LYY

© Intelligent Australia Productions 4



Vocabulary Puzzles

Animals in the Wild

Finished the Crossword? Now, in your best written expression, tell about your favourite wild animal.
Describe it well, say where it lives and what you really like about it. Use lots of interesting words.




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. Orangutans are ............. :

6. Another name for tropical rain

forests.

7. Lioness is female; ........ is
male.

8. First two letters of antelope.

9. Playful jungle creatures with
long arms.

12. A reptile that is sometimes
VENOMOUS.

14. The grizzly is one and so is
the polar.

15. Thelionis™............. of the
cats”.

Down
2. Black leopard.

3. If an animal hunts alone it
hunts .......... .

4. A large North American
buffalo.

5. These are small striped
squirrels.

6. 'Jungle Nights’ (initials)

10. Nocturnal animals like
possums have big eyes to help

them .......... at night.
11. Baby animails ............. into
adults.

13. A deer which is closely
related to the moose.

© Intelligent Australia Productions



Vocabulary Puzzles

) ----

16

Finished the Crossword? Make up two or three sentences using at least 5 of these words:
predator armour perform usually colourful their species
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Across Down
1. Animals use this to hide from 1. This African ape can be trained
their predators. to perform tricks.

5. Camels are called Ships of the

2. Hippopotamuses like to roll
around in this.

3. An angry lion can look quite

4. What anteaters like to eat.

6. These birds are usually very
colourful.

9. Monkeys spend much of their

7. An armadillo’s armour is used  dme in these.

{0 R it from larger 10. Fur helps to keep polar bears
animals.

8. First two letters of crocodile.
11. A short name for a kangaroo.

13. A horse-like animal with
stripes.

14. Where a bird lays its eggs.

15. First two syllables of
elephant.

16. A large animal of the deer
family. 12. ‘Orangutan Species’ (initials).

© Intelligent Australia Productions 8
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The Underwater World

9 © Intelligent Australia Productions



Vocabulary Puzzles
Across Down

1. These are small and round and 1. Seashells are often found on
are filled with air; they cometo  the ......... :

the surface when divers breathe
out.

5. Most fish have ............ but
sharks have cartilage.

6. These crustaceans walk

sideways. 2. If an arm ............ off a starfish

another one will grow in its place.

\ > %
8. Does an octopus have an odd 3, This strange-looking fish lies

or an even number of tentacles? on the seabed Camouﬂaged as a

9. Some jellyfish can ...... . stone.

11. A flathead is a fish with a 4. The plural of fish can be fish

________ head. (O ] S
12. This is attached to the end of 7+ Another name for a starfish.
a fishing line. 10. First four letters of groper.

13. An octopus squirts this out to 11. A shark can be seen when its
........... sticks out of the water.

frighten its enemies away.

© Intelligent Australia Productions 10



Vocabulary Puzzles

Birds and Insects

Finished the Crossword? Most birds and insects can fly, as can the bat (a mammal). Suppose you
wake up one morning and find that YOU can fly. What would you do on that first day?




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. This insect looks a bit like a
butterfly.

3. We eat the eggs of this bird.

4. A long-necked bird that may
be white or black.

A

-
Lo

5. Eagles, parrots and ducks are
all .............. :

—~———

7. Wasps, bees and beetles are
all v :

9. This insect can carry germs.

10. These birds are said to be
wise.

12. Sometimes these are called
feelers; insects have them.

Down
1. An insect that can spread
disease; it likes to suck blood.

)
-~

b=
2. Ants dragging heavy loads
across a sandy surface leave
behind them.

3. An insect’s skeleton is on the

outside so its body is quite ........ :

5. This insect may be small or
large and there are many kinds;
the Goliath is one of the biggest.

6. Creatures with wings are good

at this.

9. If an insect lost a leg it would
still have left.

11. A

© Intelligent Australia Productions
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Vocabulary Puzzles

[

- 7

Finished the Crossword? OK, time for some fun! Write the conversation below.

13

(To do this well is not as easy as it seems......it should take some time and make use of your best, original, creative thinking).
Banana R e
Apple......o. e
Banana.......... — e
APPIE..... R ettt S
WREERITNICION. ..

13 © Intelligent Australia Productlons



Vocabulary Puzzles

Across Down
1. This tropical fruit begins with 2. The first syllable of this fruit is
P. ‘nec’.
5. Most people like to ......... fruit, 3+ This small greenish-yellow fruit

of a tropical tree is related to the

6. Apples may be red, yellow or  lemon.

4. Sometimes the juice from a

9. This fruit has the same name fruit we are eating gets all over

as a New Zealand bird.

10. This juicy yellow fruit is

(01U | SRR . (the first
syllable is part of a fish).

shaped like a heart. 5. Peel, minus the P.

12. How many cores does an

apple have?

13. The first syllable of this

S

(

]

7. Oranges and peaches are very
.................. . (rhymes with Lucy).

8. A large green fruit that is red
inside is the water.................. :

tropical fruit is the opposite of

woman.

11. First syllable of tomato.

© Intelligent Australia Productions 14



Vocabulary Puzzles

Foods We Enjoy

Finished the Crossword? Make up two or three sentences using at least 5 of these words:

salad

chocolate

delicious vegetable dessert

potato

appetite

© Intelligent Australla Productlons




Vocabulary Puzzles
Across Down

1. They are red and juicy and are 2. We peel these juicy fruits
often part of a salad. before eating _t_em.

(@ i\/“-“ -
@ ‘ \‘ll

6. First four letters of treat. 3. After the main meal it’s ...........
7. and forks. for dessert.

9. First two letters of chocolate.
10. Delicious Food (initials).
12. A healthy meal.

4. What we do at mealtimes.

14. The colour of strawberries.

l % 5. Some people like their
potatoes ................... :

16. This vegetable can be cut up _
to make chips or wedges. 8. Akind of meat.

11. ... salad is a type of
dessert.

13. Sometimes athletes have to
go on a special .............. :

15. First two letters of appetite.

© Intelligent Australia Productions 16




Vocabulary Puzzles

Snacks We Like

© Intelligent Australia Productions



Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
2. To find out what a drink tastes

like we take a ............ of it.

4. Acheese ................ makes a
nice snack.

8.Acupof.......... goes well
with a biscuit.

10. Our tongue helps us to
different flavours.

12. Eggs are fried in one of
these.

13. Last three letters of milk.

15. If there is some left our
parents might us have
another piece of cake.

16. A little snack after school can
replace lost ..........cc......... :

© Intelligent Australia Productions

Down
1. Sometimes an egg can have
yolks.

2. You may have shared a snack
with a friend at some time. 1%
two letters of shared?

3. First syllable of popcorn.

4. Some people like to sprinkle
this on strawberries before they
eat them.

5. Supper is a meal we have at

6. This tasty snack can have
holes in it!

9. We must first remove this
before eating an orange.

10. We usually sit at this to eat a
snack.

11. A delicious snack is sponge
with cream inside it.

14. First two letters of lemon.
18



Vocabulary Puzzles

Fun Things to Do

Finished the Crossword? Now, in your best written expression, tell about something you once did
which was really fun. Use interesting verbs (‘doing’ words) and adjectives (‘describing” words).




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
2. Children enjoy watching these
funny shows on television.

5. Short for trampoline.

6. Some clowns in the circus ride
a unicycle. How many wheels
does a unicycle have?

7. Collecting these from the
beach is fun.

9. After finding your ..........
puppy you can have lots of fun
playing with it.

11. Tropical Holiday (initials).

13. We get excited when there
are ............. a few days to go
before we go on holidays.

15. It'svery ..o,

being on a roller coaster.
(this word comes from excite)

Down
1. It's fun to makeasand ..........
on the beach.

3. Walking along a nature
................ can be lots of fun.

4. In some parks there are
................... to play on.

7. We can do this on ice, on
wheels or on a board.

8.A...... of children have
been to Disneyland but there are
also many who haven't.

9. At the circus it’s fun to watch
the clowns but it’s a bit scary to
watch the ................. tamer.

10. Jenny said, “It would be fun
to jump out of a plane in a
parachute,” but Jane said, “That’s
something I'd never want to .... .”

12. "It was such a good feeling
whenI ... that home run,”
said Billy.

14. Novelty Games initials

© Intelligent Australia Productions 20



Vocabulary Puzzles

All about Sport

o

N

Finished the Crossword? If you could be champion of the world in any sport which one would it be?
What would be some good things about being the world champion? (use interesting words)

71 © Intelligent Australla Productlons




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. We strike this with the bat.

4. Worn on the head by
baseballers.

NN

6. Tennis players have to hit the
ball over this.

8. The game begins, it is played,
and theniit ............. :

9. In all games and sports you
should .................. fairly.

11. Some. ........... are played by
one player and others are played
by two or more players.

14. A game of tennis is a tennis

15. In top-level tennis matches a
boy who picks up balls for the
players is called a ball ............. :

Down
1. This sport has a pitcher, a
batter and bases.

2. In sport the player or team
that is winning is .........cccccceeel. :

3. We place a golf ball on this.

5. There are five basketball
on the court at one

7. We strike a hockey ball with a
stick but we strike a golf ball with

L

10. In a soccer match there are
tWO ..o, of eleven players.

12. Sometimes teams play at
home and sometimes they play

13. What we call a perfect serve
in tennis.

© Intelligent Australia Productions 22



Vocabulary Puzzles

More Sports

(‘/l

Finished the Crossword? Make words of 3 or more letters from the letters in
CHAMPION OF THE WORLD

23 © Intelligent Australia Productions



Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. Riding the waves.

6. Best Batter (initials).

8. Arrows are fired in this sport.

10. Boxers competeina................. .

12. A baseball batter hopes to make
a home ............ .

13. What hockey teams like to score.

15. A basketball game is between
tWo o :

Down
2. A sport in which swords are
used.

R

3. If the soccer score was 5-4
how many goals were scored?

4. First part of bob sleigh.

5. In some sports the referee or
umpire will give a
to a player if that player is rough
or unfair.

7. In this sport two men fight
against each other in a ring.

9. The summer Olympic Games
are held every four

11. Sometimes the
player receives a trophy.

14. Olympic Games (initials).

© Intelligent Australia Productions
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Vocabulary Puzzles

Useful Tools

Finished the Crossword? Make up two or three sentences using at least 5 of these words
pliers firmly height position machine measuring instrument carpenter briskly




Vocabulary Puzzles
Across Down

1. Used to bang nails in. 2. Atape ....cocceevveeueenne, is used
to find heights and lengths.

—

«¥,

V
B3 4

3. We should use a spanner that 4, No. syllables in *hammering’.

is going to ............. tightly around _
the nut. 6. First two letters of pliers.

5. Some of the tools this trades-

person uses are the hammer, drill

and saw.

8. This tool is used to make holes

for screws, hooks and plugs. -
7. How many positions does an
on/off switch have?
9. A machine used when wood or
metal needs to be shaped.
10. This measuring instrument is

13. The spanner, saw and pliers used by carpenters and also by
areall ................ . school children.

14. A machine used to hold a 11. This is rubbed briskly against
piece of wood or metal firmly in wood or metal to make it smooth.

place.
5
= )

1 2. First three letters of build.

© Intelligent Australia Productions 26




Vocabulary Puzzles

In the Street

Finished the Crossword? Explain how you would safely cross a busy street if there were no
crosswalk or traffic lights. (the street has a median strip down the middle of it)




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. A police car will have its
................... blaring if it’s chasing
a stolen car.

3. "My little dog ran down the
street. Will you help me ...............
her?” asked Julia.

5. If you ................ your bike
along the street you must obey
the road rules.

7. A blind person should not
.............. to cross a busy street
without their guide dog.

9. All traffic must stop at a stop

12. There were lots of cars,
trucks, buses and motor cycles;
I've never seen so much

13. The street looked so much
......................... after the street
sweeper had been through.

Down
1. With his wide broom he
..................... the leaves from the
street and carries them away in a
large bag.

2. If you live on a busy street you
will hear a lot of traffic .............. :

3. The sign said, “Ducks
Crossing. Please do not
.................. them.”

4. When should you run across
the street?

6. Wait until the ................ turns
green; then you can go.

8. Should you stop at a red light?

10. If I see you when we drive
down the street I'll give you a

11. Don't cross over the white
.............. down the middle of the
street.

© Intelligent Australia Productions 28



Vocabulary Puzzles

At the Beach

Finished the Crossword? You're swimming at the beach on a busy summer’s day when the shark
alarm sounds. Say what happens as you and the other swimmers hurry to get out of the water.




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. You won't if you
keep between the flags and don't
do anything silly.

2. This is the best season for the
beach.

3. Thetimeof ............ when it's
not so nice at the beach is winter,
especially on cold and stormy
days.

5. It's nice to sit or lie in the
shade under a beach
on very hot days.

8. Even the beach sand can be
when the sun is blazing

9. What you dry yourself with
when you come out of the water.

11. Some beach
pure white.

12. Sometimes the ocean looks
blue and sometimes it looks

Down
1. Before you go into the water
you are but when you
come out you are wet.

2. Some children like to build
sand castles, some like to swim
and others like around

in the water. (rhymes with
crashing).

not go
swimming straight after a meal.

6. Charlie had a bad dream; he
was at the beach and he got
by a shark.

7. You do this on your beach
towel.

10. The beach separates the sea
fromthe .................. :

© Intelligent Australia Productions 30



Vocabulary Puzzles

Going Places

Finished the Crossword? How do you like to travel when you go on holidays: by car, train, plane or
ship? Using your best vocabulary explain why. ifyou haven't been on a plane or ship you may still choose one of these.




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. First two letters of Furope.

2. These are things you must buy
before travelling on planes, trains
or ships; (rhymes with pickets).

7. "We have an
stay with our friends in London,”
said Sally.

8. East Africa

11. "I'd like to go to a tropical
island and completely
said dad.

/nitials

13. James’ mother said, “You
can't take all those thick jackets
with you; they'll never '
your suitcase.”

14. “We're going to
in New York for a day and then
travel on to Washington,” said
Samuel.

15. The words travelled and
travelling are built from this word.

© Intelligent Australia Productions

Down
1. The whole family was
............................ because they
were going to London in the
morning.

3. When we go on holidays it is
nice to have some money to

4. “When we go to Brazil I'd like
to see a anaconda,”
said Billy. (rhymes with hive).

5. Josie's whole (even
her grandma) were travelling to
Sydney in May.

6. West Indies (initials).
9. Last three letters of resort.

10. You have to take this when
you leave the freeway.

12. When people go to new
places they need to take
.................. to help them find their
way around.

13. If we only go away for a
weekend we can't travel very

32



Vocabulary Puzzles

Beautiful Natgre

AT
= -~

Finished the Crossword? Describe the most beautiful thing in nature you've seen OR
Describe a beautiful thing in nature you'd like to see. 7ry to use interesting adjectives, verbs and adverbs.




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. Grassy fields.

4. Cows feed ....... grass.

)E\w

7. This word is built from the
word nature.

8. Does the sun rise in the west?
9. Away from the cities the .........
is fresh and clear.

10. What farmers have.

11. Animals that come out at
nightare ... :

12. Shimmering Waterfall
(initials).

13. The cows were grazing in
fields of ................... . (a colour).

Down
1. Like hills but much bigger.

—na—

2. In some places the sun sets
............. the ocean.

3. We plant seeds in this.

5. Sweet smelling, colourful
flowers ......ccovveeeeeen. bees.

[ YR breathe and
so do plants.
10. The .o inside a

tornado is much greater than the
force of a normal strong wind.

© Intelligent Australia Productions 34



Vocabulary Puzzles

Special Occasions

Finished the Crossword? If you could spend a day with any famous person who would you choose
and what would you like to do to make it a really special occasion?




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across

1. This special day is always on
the 25" December.

4. Another word for gifts.
6. Christmas Pudding (initials).

7. Christmas presents are placed
at the bottom of the Christmas

10. The icing on a birthday cake
hasa ... taste.

11. Jolly Santa (initials).

14. Youhave a .........coeeuvee.n
party if your family or friends
organise it for you but don't tell
you about it.

Down
2. e, birthday to you.”

3. At a Fancy Dress Party
someone might go dressed as a
SCAMY wvvvvvvverrrrrnrennnns :

5. The final game of the season
in football, hockey, baseball,
basketball or any other ...............
is always a special occasion.

8. Good Friday is a special day at

9. Some special occasions are
celebrated with a big .................. :
(where there is plenty of food).

10. This is often seen at the top
of a Christmas tree.

12. First three letters of special.

13. If you ............ the champ-
ionship match you will receive a
trophy at the pres;entation night.

© Intelligent Australia Productions 36



Vocabulary Puzzles

Seasons & Weather
o

Finished the Crossword? Pretend you're at home alone and you hear on the radio that a big storm
is approaching. What would you do to make sure that you -and your house- are protected?




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. We see more of this in
summer than in winter.

2. There are three of these in
each season.

5. This is the season when
flowers bloom and birds start
their singing.

6. Don't get ........... , take an
umbrella.

7. There are twelve months in

8. The month that comes before
April.

12. The last month of autumn.

13. In summer the sun sets
................. than in winter.

ﬁ
A

Down
1. People in some countries may
see this in winter.

2.Yousee ....ooooon...... flowers in
spring than in winter.

3. This is how many clouds you
see on a clear sunny day.

4. The season for the beach.

5.In i, weather you
shouldnt go out in a boat.

9. Hard little ice balls that come
out of the sky.

10. Depending on the time of
year the sun is either to the north
(o] SRR of the equator.

11. A cosy log fire keeps us
............ when it’s cold outside.

© Intelligent Australia Productions 38



Vocabulary Puzzles

In the City
| |

Finished the Crossword? If you received a $10 000 reward say -using your best vocabulary- what
you would spend it on if your parents took you into the city. 77y to think of something that others may not think of.




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across

1. In the city it is usually very
........... . (means ' a lot of action’).

4. A red light means ‘Stop’ and a
green light means ....... :

5. In the city it gets very
especially around lunch time.

7. In the city there are many cars
and some buses but not too many

10. Many people
their nicest clothes when they go
into the city.

12. You can have fun if you go
into the city with a close .......... :

14. In the city some shops stay
.................. even at night and on
the weekend.

© Intelligent Australia Productions

Down
1. At night the city

2. Sometimes in the city there is
a special event; last three letters
of event?

3. Sometimes we go into the city
to something at a big store.

5. These carry people into and
out of the city.

6. The city is full of interesting
that sell many kinds

of things.

8. The shops open at 9am and
at 6pm.

9. If you are crossing at an
intersection all the cars need to

11. Early in the morning there
are not too many people in the

13. Mum said, “Let’s not miss the
bus to the city; I have to
lot of shopping.”

40



Vocabulary Puzzles

Our Universe

Finished the Crossword? Make words of 3 or more letters from the letters in
OUR AMAZING UNIVERSE




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
4. The third planet from the sun.

7. This is the path a planet takes
as it revolves around the sun.

8. The stars are very
Eath.

Down
1. These are used to find and
study new stars and planets.

2. What are the 3™ to 8™ letters
of astronomy ?

3. Robots have been used on the
moon’s surface. 1% three letters
of robot?

o . B 5. Planet Mercury is close to the
RS sun so it is very ......... :

- o «Tul :
« » ..‘ - E

9. These have a body of rock and
ice as well as a very long tail.
They orbit the sun.

12. This dwarf planet is far from
the sun, even further than
Neptune.

14. Before going into space an
astronaut must ......... on his (or
her) spacesuit.

16. There are 8 major planets
and the dwarf planet Pluto;
together these make ........... :

8 6. The sun is one.

10. Where astronauts have their
adventures.

11. This revolves around Earth.

13. First four letters of Uranus.

15. Eight planets, our moon plus
the sun makes objects
altogether.
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Vocabulary Puzzles

Exotic Things

Finished the Crossword? Make up two or three sentences using all of these words:

tumbling  costume  magician  genie




Vocabulary Puzzles

Across
1. Water tumbling over a cliff.

5. People like to wear costumes
and make-up when they go to a
........................ Dress Ball.

8. A huge mass of floating ........
is an iceberg.

9. Arainbow hasa .....co.......... of
colours.

10. Zebras have more than one
of these and so do tigers.

12. A magician can make
something ..................... happen.

13. Home for a king and queen.

Down
1. The bride wore a beautiful
dressather ....occoovveveveeiiiiinnn, :

2. It's yummy and sticky and it
tastes nice.

3. First syllable of rainbow.

4. The magic genie went ...........
but came back the next day.

6. "I'm wearing a Peter Pan
..................... to the Fancy Dress
Ball,” said James.

7."The ...ccoeeeee is a beautiful
sea creature,” said Cassie.

11. First three letters of Uranus.
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Vocabulary Puzzles

Solutions
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Vocabulary Puzzles

p9-10 The Underwater World

© Intelligent Australia Productions
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Vocabulary Puzzles

p 13-14 Tasty Fruits
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Vocabulary Puzzles

p 17-18 Snacks We Like

C/A/RJT|OJONIS
R

© Intelligent Australia Productions

48



49

Vocabulary Puzzles

» 21-22 All about Sport
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Vocabulary Puzzles

p 25-26 Useful Tools

© Intelligent Australia Productions
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Vocabulary Puzzles

» 29-30 At the Beach
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Vocabulary Puzzles

p 33-34 Beautiful Nature

T
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Vocabulary Puzzles

p 37-38 Seasons & Weathe
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Vocabulary Puzzles

» 41-42 OUr Universe
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